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time; and close to it the Badia, built in 1330. The Palazzo
della Signoria (known to us as the "Palazzo Vecchio), built
in 1298, was, as to the front portion, much as we see it, but
did not extend at the back down the Via dej Gondi, while
along the front ran a raised platform, the imghiera, from
which proclamations were made. The Loggia de7 Lanzi had
lately been completed. The cathedral,11 which had been
building for over a hundred years, was still unfinished, and
its great dome had not even been begun, while many doubted
whether so vast a space could ever be covered in this way.
Its beautiful campanile, "Giotto's tower," was finished. The
Ponte Vecchio, with its shops (though not then jewellers'
shops), was as now; except, of course, for the "Passaggio"
on the roof of the shops, constructed long afterwards. Of the
two chief churches, Sta. Croce and Sta. Maria Novella, the
latter was completed, except for its fagade, while Sta. Croce
was approaching completion. The city was surrounded by
its ancient and picturesque walls, which are now gone, but
its main streets still follow the same course as then, and
many of them present much the same general appearance.
Or San Michele, the curious square church, built by the guild
of the wool merchants, was nearly finished, and behind it
stood as now the guildhouse of this celebrated "Arte della
Lana." As we look at this old house of the great guild of
wool (with their emblem of the lamb over the door), and
think of the many works in which this guild were then occu-
pied in Florence, we cannot but be impressed with the thought
of how many other things besides money-making engaged
the attention of this enlightened body of merchants, and of
how much in Florence's after-glory has had its birth in that
now little-noticed old building.12

And it was in connection with these things that a move-
ment was about to begin which was soon to be the paramount
question in Florence. For in our review of the Florence of
1400 we have also to think of the existing state of things in
regard to Art and Learning. These, though in the previous